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			Commerce content is an essential stream of revenue for publishers, allowing them to earn revenue from the content they write and being less dependent on advertising.

In order to differentiate independent content from advertising content, the the United States Federal Trade Commission and the British ASA have issued guidelines on how implied endorsements and testimonials like affiliate marketing must be disclosed to consumers.

At Skimlinks, we believe it’s critical for publishers to disclose their use of affiliate links not only to be compliant with the regulatory bodies recommendations or rules, but so that we as an industry maintain an honest and transparent relationship with our readers.

If you’re using affiliate links, you need to disclose that you may be paid as a result of people engaging with your content. While this article shouldn’t be considered legal advice, it outlines some standards publishers should apply to their affiliate efforts.

Two simple steps to be compliant with regulators guidelines

1. On your site’s “About” or “Disclosures” page

What you exactly say is up to you, but here are a couple of examples of Skimlinks’ Publishers that have good approaches to their disclosure page:

	GoodtoKnow: About Us page
	Collagerie: Affiliate Disclosure page
	The Home Page: Affiliate Disclosure page


2. A clear description at the top of every article or post

Remember that a general disclosure is not enough. The FTC expects consumers to be able to see the disclosure of the relationship on every article or post that has affiliate links.

Here are more examples from Skimlinks clients that appears at the top of articles:

	Marie Claire “When you purchase through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission. Here’s how it works.”
	Teen Vogue “All products featured on Teen Vogue are independently selected by our editors. However, when you buy something through our retail links, we may earn an affiliate commission.”
	Cosmopolitan “We earn a commission for products purchased through some links in this article.”


Skimlinks expects all of our publisher clients to follow the intent of the FTC’s guidelines in the US and the ASA’s in the UK and disclose the relationship in a visible, clear way.
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